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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



£)0£> n\ If h A method for database systems to access data from other database systems, the 

2 \ method comprising the steps of: 

3 \a first database system directly storing first data in first data blocks having a first data 

4 \ block size; 

5 said first database system directly accessing a copy of second data blocks in which a 

6 second database system directly stored second data; and 

7 said seconii data blocks having at least one data block with a second data block size 
^ 8 different than said first data block size. 

.WJK \ 

UJ \ 

jf 1 2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the method further includes the step of 

m 2 integrating said copV of said second data blocks within said first 

Q 3 database system as a rablespace that includes said copy of said second 

» ?= \ 

yj 4 data blocks \ 

o \ 

1 3 . The method of Claim 1 , whetein the step of accessing a copy of second 

2 data blocks includes storing usV data in said copy of said second data 

3 blocks. \ 

1 4. The method of Claim 1, wherein the method further includes the step of detaching 

2 one or more tablespaces from said second database system, wherein said one or more 

3 tablespaces include said second data blocks. 
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1 5y The method of Claim 1 , wherein each data block of said copy of said second data 

2 \ blocks has said second data block size. 

1 6. The method of Claim 1 , further including the step of generating metadata that 

2 specifieka plurality of block sizes for data blocks directly accessible to said first 

3 database system. 

1 7. The method of Claim 6, wherein: 

2 said metadata definesstablespaces and specifies for each tablespace of said 

^fl 3 tablespaces a particular data block size for all data blocks in said tablespace; 

GO \ 
\J 4 and \ 

cp 5 the method further includes tnb step of integrating said copy of said second data 

N! \ 

01 6 blocks within said first database system as at least one tablespace that includes 

Q 7 said copy of said second dat\blocks 5 and 

in \ 

Si \ 

5f 8 wherein the step of integrating includeV modifying said metadata to reflect said 

'rf 9 second data block size for said at least one tablespace. 

1 8. The method of Claim 1 , wherein said first database system is a data warehouse and 

2 said second database system is a source database Wstem for said data warehouse. 

1 9. The method of Claim 8, further including the step of iVjtegrating said copy of said 

2 second data blocks within said data warehouse as a tablespace that includes said copy 

3 of said second data blocks. \ 
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1 l\ The method of Claim 1 , 

2 \ wherein first data files contain said first data blocks and second data files contain said 

3 \ second data blocks; and 

4 whefc^in the method further includes the step of generating a mapping: 

5 ^between said first data files and said first data block size, and 

6 beiWeen said second data files and said second data block size. 
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The method of GJaim 1, 

wherein a first tablespace contains said first data blocks and a second tablespace 
contains said second data blocks; and 

wherein the method further includes the step of generating a mapping: 
between said first tablespace and said first data block size, and 
between said second tablespace and said second data block size. 



f 3 ! 



1 12. 
2 
3 
4 



The method of Claim 1, 
wherein said first database system includes a buffer cache in which said first database 

system stores data blocks of multiple sizes; and 
wherein said method further includes the \tep of storing said first data blocks and said 

second data blocks in said buffer cache. 



1 13. A computer-readable medium carrying one or mbre sequences of instructions for 

2 database systems to access data from other database systems, wherein execution of 

3 the one or more sequences of instructions by one or cpore processors causes the one or 

4 more processors to perform the steps of: 
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t a first database system directly storing first data in first data blocks having a first data 
block size; 

said ]^rst database system directly accessing a copy of second data blocks in which a 

Second database system directly stored second data; and 
said second data blocks having at least one data block with a second data block size 
different than said first data block size. 

14. The computer-reacrable medium of Claim 13, wherein the computer- 
readable medium furtf\er includes instructions for performing the step of 
integrating said copy of said second data blocks within said first 
database system as a tablesj^ace that includes said copy of said second 
data blocks. 

15. The computer-readable medium o^Oaim 13, wherein the step of 
accessing a copy of second data bloclc^ includes storing user data in said 
copy of said second data blocks. 

16. The computer-readable medium of Claim 13,Wherein the computer-readable medium 
further includes instructions for performing the step of detaching one or more 
tablespaces from said second database system, wherein said one or more tablespaces 
include said second data blocks. 

17. The computer-readable medium of Claim 13, wherein ea\h data block of said copy of 
said second data blocks has said second data block size. 
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18^ The computer-readable medium of Claim 13, further including instructions for 

^performing the step of generating metadata that specifies a plurality of block sizes for 
ita blocks directly accessible to said first database system. 



O 



C 3 



m 
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1 1 9. The computer-readable medium of Claim 1 8, wherein: 

2 said metadata defines tablespaces and specifies for each tablespace of said 

3 tablespaces a particular data block size for all data blocks in said tablespace; 

4 and 

5 the computer-readable medium further includes instructions for performing the step 

6 of integrating said copy of said second data blocks within said first database 

7 system as at t^ast one tablespace that includes said copy of said second data 

8 blocks, and 

9 wherein the step of integrating includes modifying said metadata to reflect said 
10 second data block stee for said at least one tablespace. 

1 20. The computer-readable mediuimof Claim 13, wherein said first database system is a 

2 data warehouse and said second database system is a source database system for said 

3 data warehouse. 



1 21. The computer-readable medium of Clain\20, further including instructions for 

2 performing the step of integrating said copAof said second data blocks within said 

3 data warehouse as a tablespace that includes said copy of said second data blocks. 



1 22. The computer-readable medium of Claim 13, 
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2 wherein first data files contain said first data blocks and second data files contain said 

3 \ second data blocks; and 

4 wherein the computer-readable medium further includes instructions for performing 

5 the step of generating a mapping: 

6 between said first data files and said first data block size, and 

7 betweeln said second data files and said second data block size. 

1 23. The computer-readable medium of Claim 13, 

2 wherein a first tablespafce contains said first data blocks and a second tablespace 

3 contains said second data blocks; and 

4 wherein the computer-readaole medium further includes instructions for performing 

5 the step of generating aVnapping: 

6 between said first tablespace and said first data block size, and 

7 between said second tablespace and said second data block size. 

1 24. The computer-readable medium of ClaW 13, 

2 wherein said first database system includes a buffer cache in which said first database 

3 system stores data blocks of multiple sizes; and 

4 wherein said computer-readable medium furaier includes the step of storing said first 

5 data blocks and said second data blocks in said buffer cache. 
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